
Call for expressions of interest 
for the setup of production units 
to manufacture filter materials 

for protective masks

Context and requirements

Objective

Scoping

Timetable and submission of proposals

The unprecedented public health crisis in France has triggered a very sharp 
rise in the number of protective masks needed and requires an increase in 
the domestic production of protective masks for health professionals and 
patients infected with coronavirus.
The filter material used in standard single-use masks is known as meltblown. 
This is a nonwoven fabric produced by melt blowing polypropylene resin 
using an extrusion blow moulding process. To achieve the degree of filtration 
required for FFP2 masks, the meltblown used in these masks must be 
electrostatically charged at the end of the process.
The purpose of this call for expressions of interest is to develop production 
lines for the filter layers (meltblown or alternative solutions) that will go 
into the materials used to manufacture protective masks, whether they be 
surgical masks or masks classed as personal protective equipment (FFP1, FFP2 
and FFP3).

The objective of this call for expressions of interest (CEI) is to identify projects 
currently being considered by economic actors that will involve investing in 
filter material production units, in particular:
• Meltblown polypropylene production lines.
• Electrospun membrane production lines.
• Production lines to manufacture innovative materials.

Once the applications have been examined, the projects selected will 
be offered backing so as to ensure that the investments come to fruition. 
The responses received will make it possible to determine the conditions 
required for these production units to be set up and, if necessary, to define 
the support mechanisms needed to ensure the emergence of a sustainable 
market. Financial support covering up to 30% of the cost of investing in the 
necessary production facilities may be granted after assessment.
Investment support will only be provided to solutions that demonstrate their 
ability to competitively produce filter materials for the production of masks 
that meet surgical or FFP2/FFP3 standards.

This CEI is aimed at any legal entity acting as a project owner and with the 
capacity to invest in a French-based facility for the production of filter 
materials for single-use or reusable masks that meet European standards.
Project cost: the total cost of the project must be at least €100,000.
Fulfilment of the purpose of the CEI: Projects that do not fulfil the purpose of 
the CEI will not be considered.
Contents of the applications and adherence to the deadline: Applications 
must be submitted before the deadline. They must be complete and in the 
format requested.
The budget the Ministry sets aside for this CEI may rise to €40 million 
depending on the applications submitted.

Applications must be sent in electronic format only to:
masques.dge@finances.gouv.fr
before the call for expressions of interest is closed, as attested by the date 
and time of receipt.
Throughout the duration of this call for expressions of interest, questions may 
be submitted by email to masques.dge [@] finances.gouv.fr

Contents of the application.

The applications submitted must be concise (no more than 30 pages) and 
drafted in French. They must include the following documents:
•   A general description of the project proposed: 
•  A presentation of the production technology envisaged.
•  A presentation of the raw materials used.
•  A presentation of the background to the project: new production unit, 

reassignment of all or part of an existing production unit, any links with 
existing mask production units.

•  A presentation of production targets in terms of volume.
•  A presentation of the project timetable, in particular the provisional dates 

on which the decision to invest will be made and the production unit will 
be started up.

•  A description of the resources and the amount of investment required.
•  A description of the financing required and the provisional business plan.
•  An analysis of the conditions for success of the project or the associated 

risks.

The call for expressions of interest has been opened progressively since 15 
April 2020 and closes at midnight on 30 June 2020.
Projects may be submitted at any time while the call for expressions of 
interest (hereinafter “CEI”) is open.

from 15/04/2020 to 30/06/2020 (Open) 
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