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Speech by Mr Fabien Penone 
Ambassador of France 

 
Commemoration of November 11th 

(11th November 2018) 
 

 

Ambassadors, Ladies and gentlemen of the diplomatic corps, 

Gentlemen of the French battalion of the UN, representatives 

of the Armed Forces, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear friends of the French community, 

 

I would like to thank you for having accepted the invitation of 

the French Embassy to be present today, as so many of you 

have, for this November 11 commemoration ceremony. 

 

As the President of the French Republic, Emmanuel Macron, 

will emphasize in his speech today in Paris, – and I will now 

quote him- ‘it has been one century since the Armistice of 

November 11 1918 put a stop to the fratricidal combats of 

the First World War.  

 

One century since it put a stop to the interminable conflicts 

pitting nation against nation, and people against people. To 
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the trenches full of mud, blood and tears. To the storm of fire 

and steel that defied weather and tore apart the clearest sky. 

To the bloody battlefields and omnipresence of death.  

 

On 11 November 1918, France breathed a sigh of relief, 

which spread from Compiègne, where the Armistice was 

signed at dawn, to the battlefields. 

 

Finally, after four interminable years of sound and fury, of 

night and terror, the guns fell silent on the Western Front.  

 

Throughout France, every town, every village commemorates 

today, this day, marking the end of a nightmare. 

On November 11, we remember. And as the President of the 

Republic will say a little later today in Paris, we remember our 

soldiers who died for France ; our many civilians who also lost 

their lives ; our veterans whose bodies and minds would 

never be the same ; our villages and towns that were 

destroyed.  
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Ambassadors and members of the diplomatic corps, 

representatives of the Armed Forces, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 

We also remember the suffering and honor of all those who 

left their homelands in Africa, the Pacific and America to fight 

in France - a country they had never set foot in but 

nevertheless defended valiantly. 

 

We remember the suffering and honour of the 10 million 

soldiers who were sent from around the world to fight in 

these terrible combats. 

 

On this anniversary, we acknowledge our history and prevent 

it from being repeated. Because the century that separates us 

from the terrible sacrifices made by the men and women of 

1914-1918 has taught us that peace is precarious. 

We know the strength with which nationalism and 

totalitarianism can undermine democracies and threaten the 

very concept of civilization. 

We know the speed with which the multilateral order can 

collapse. 
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We know that the unity of Europe, built around the 

reconciliation of France and Germany, is more fragile than 

ever. 

 

Ambassadors, members of the diplomatic corps, 

Gentlemen of the French battalion of the UN, representatives 

of the Armed Forces, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear friends of the French community, 

 

Here in South Korea, we also remember the soldiers killed 

during the Korean War to preserve the freedom of this 

country and the future of its population.  

As where we stand now clearly reminds us, valiant 

combatants from many nations fell during this conflict. While 

hope is born today on the Korean peninsula, I propose we 

include them within our thoughts. 

Beyond the Korean peninsula, today's commemoration must 

be an invitation to build the peace and prepare for the future 

all around the world. 

Just today, in Paris, the President of the Republic will open, in 

the presence of some sixty Heads of State and Government 

from around the world, the first edition of the Paris Peace 

Forum.  
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This Forum is intended to strengthen global governance and 

to find solutions to the challenges we face. 

The multilateral system is more than ever essential for the 

peace and security of the world. We must make it evolve and 

adapt to the demands of the present time if we want it to 

continue to fully play its role. 

That is why today’s ceremony is also aimed at the youngest 

among us, represented by the students of the Lycée Français 

de Seoul, Lycée Xavier International, Duksung College and the 

Seoul Foreign School. 

It is up to them to continue the path of hope and freedom, 

which the older ones have traced. 

It is up to them to unite to promote peace and prosperity and 

not to repeat the wanderings of the past. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

We will now honor the memory of all those who have fallen 

in recollection. 

I warmly thank all our friends for being here with us. 

 


